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have been obliged (and this more probably) to cut the
ground from under the feet of our own allies &/ mtans ef

an Imperial constitution, and nevertheless have had to

reckon upon their fidelity. If this did not succeed, as
was to be expected, we should have been shown up; if it
succeeded, we had the Union                       the imperial

constitution.

1 You speak of a conglomeration of states of seventy

million people, with a million soldiers, who are to defy
Europe united and compact. Consequently you attribute
to Austria a persistence, dead or alive, in a policy which
.must lead to the hegemony of Prussia, Yet you would
not trust further than you could reach her the state which
possesses thirty-five of these seventy millions. Neither
would I; but I consider it our correct policy at present to
have Austria with us. Whether the moment of separation
comes and m\ whose initiative it will come, we shall see.
You ask: "When on earth, then* are we to have war?
What is the use of army reorganisation ?" And your own
reports describe* to us the necessity to France of having a
war in the spring and the prospect of a revolution in Gali-
cia to boot Russia has 200,000 men on their feet> over
and above what is wanted for Poland, she has no
money to waste on fancy armaments* It lookJi, therefore,
as if she had made up her mind for war* I am prepared
for war combined with revolution. Then you tay that4I we
by no means expose ourselves to war/1 I cannot make that
fit in with your own reports during the last three months*
I am at the .same time by no means shy of war~cjttite the
reverse; I am also as indifferent to u'revolutionary" or
" Conservative " as 1 am to all phrases. Perhaps you will
very soon be convinced that war is also part of my pro-